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variety of processes amply sufficient to meet the requir-
ments of the world in our own days. Many substances
unknown to the ancients have from time to time been
added to our list of dye-stuffs, as cochineal, Brazil wood,
annatto, quercitron, logwood, etc., and more recently the
invaluable aniline dyes. Indigo, which the Eomans knew
only as a pigment, is in our time employed as one of the
most important dyeing materials. In the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, however, this very harmless vegetable substance
was reputed to be " a dangerous drug/' and Parliament in
its blind stupidity and ignorance passed an Act forbidding
its employment! Searchers were engaged to burn both
indigo and logwood in every dyehouse in which they were
to be found. In Charles II.'s reign this barbarous Act
was repealed.

Dyeing is applied to fabrics of cotton, hemp, and flax;
also to silk and wool; the latter, being animal substances,
requiring different treatment to those of vegetable origin.
The stuffs to be dyed are first prepared by removing from
them any foreign - matters which may adhere to them
naturally, or may have been imparted to them in the pro-
cess of weaving, as soapy matters," dressing paste/' dirt from
weavers' hands, etc. The process of bleaching (p. 160), to
which the reader is referred, embodies the cleansing and
purifying of the various fibres and filamentary substances,
and the fabrics manufactured from them, and it is there-
fore unnecessary to repeat it in the present sketch.

The dye-drugs, as they are called, are certain colouring
matters which, either separately or combined with each
other, are formed into decoctions or infusions, with the
addition of other materials to vary or modify the required
tints or shades of colour.